ZAGREB PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA
The Zagreb Philharmonic Orchestra is a symbol of a 150-year tradition of orchestral performance in Zagreb and Croatia, and it has long stood at the forefront of musical life in Croatia, while serving as a cultural ambassador of Croatia on the world stage as well. It stands as one of the city’s most recognisable emblems – a musical institution that embodies the City of Zagreb’s identity as a Central European centre of music, art, and culture.
The orchestra’s distinguished history has been shaped by renowned chief conductors including Friedrich Zaun, Milan Horvat, Lovro von Matačić, Mladen Bašić, Pavle Dešpalj, Kazushi Ono, Pavel Kogan, Alexander Rahbari, Vjekoslav Šutej, David Danzmayr, and its current chief conductor, Dawid Runtz.
Over the decades, many celebrated Croatian and international conductors have also left their distinctive mark on the orchestra, among them Leopold Stokowski, Paul Kletzki, Sir Malcolm Sargent, Kurt Sanderling, Carlo Zecchi, Milan Sachs, Krešimir Baranović, Boris Papandopulo, Jakov Gotovac, Stjepan Šulek, Milko Kelemen, Krzysztof Penderecki, Dmitri Kitayenko, Lorin Maazel, Leopold Hager, Valery Gergiev, and Sir Neville Marriner.
The Zagreb Philharmonic has also had the honour of hosting numerous outstanding instrumental and vocal soloists, including Milka Trnina, Yehudi Menuhin, Antonio Janigro, Mstislav Rostropovich, Leonid Kogan, Henryk Szeryng, Luciano Pavarotti, Ivo Pogorelić, Montserrat Caballé, Alexander Rudin, David Garrett, Julian Rachlin, Mischa Maisky, and many others.
The orchestra has performed in nearly every European country, as well as in Russia, Ukraine, the United States, Mexico, Israel, Japan, South Korea, China, Oman, Kuwait, and Argentina.
In February 2016, the orchestra made its debut at the most prestigious musical venue in the United States, New York’s Carnegie Hall, and in the past decade alone, it has been invited on four consecutive occasions to give New Year’s morning gala concerts at the renowned Festspielhaus in Salzburg.
The Zagreb Philharmonic has produced an extensive catalogue of recordings for prestigious labels such as Virgin Classics, Deutsche Grammophon, Naxos, Parma Recordings, and Oehms Classics, as well as for Jugoton and Croatia Records. At the same time, a special focus has always been placed on preserving the legacy of Croatian composers, both past and contemporary.
Throughout its history, and continuing to this day, the Zagreb Philharmonic has actively participated in a variety of musical and charitable events in the city whose name it bears, and it has also received the City of Zagreb Award on multiple occasions.
It remains deeply committed to nurturing young audiences and musicians – through diverse initiatives in its Minimini concert cycle, long-standing collaborations with the Croatian Musical Youth and the Music Academy, and its prestigious Young Musician of the Year award, presented for more than three and a half decades.
In its Friday Night Concert Series, the orchestra will gladly venture outside the traditional classical repertoire, offering its audience unique musical experiences, from crossover concerts with Maksim Mrvica and performances with Vlatko Stefanovski, to evenings devoted to tango, fado, and Charlie Chaplin; as well as Dan Brown’s Wild Symphony for children, and music from Star Wars and Harry Potter. Because music must be experienced, felt – FEELharmonic.
